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The conquest of the Atlantic has shaped the world and the Western Civilization, and 
the Archipelago of the Azores has played a relevant role on the knowledge, transport, 
communication, and control within this ocean. These islands, which have been called 
“the wheel of the Atlantic”, on the maritime navigation era, and “Crossroads of the 
Atlantic”, on the aviation age, have a privileged perspective on the changes that 
shaped the world and the Western Civilization. With the emergence of New Space, the 
extension of the Continental Shelf processes and the search for resources and 
solutions for the sustainability of the Anthropocene, the Atlantic opens to new frontiers 
and the Azores are again called upon to play a significant role on this new chapter on 
the evolution and perceptions across the Atlantic. 
 
To discuss the challenges and opportunities for the Azores and the Atlantic community 
from a transdisciplinary approach, the LPAZ Association, in collaboration with the 
Center for International Studies of Iscte-Instituto Universitário de Lisboa (CEI-Iscte), the 
Center for Humanistic Studies of the University of the Azores (CEHu), the Atlantic Centre, 
and the Transatlantic Studies Association, is organizing the “LPAZ Forum – The Azores, 
the Atlantic, and the Global Challenges” on Santa Maria Island – Azores, Portugal, on 
September 7th – 10th, 2023. This conference is the fourth edition of the LPAZ Forum, 
following up on the meetings of 2015, 2017 and 2022, and has the support of the Regional 
Government of the Azores, Vila do Porto’s Municipality and Portuguese Ministry of 
National Defense. 
 
The 2023 edition of the LPAZ Forum is bridging and bringing together researchers with 
different backgrounds. The purpose of this Forum is to debate the past, present, and 
future role of the Azores and the Atlantic in addressing the global challenges of our 
time. We are interested in discussing the importance of building and maintaining 
Atlantic communities, the impact of environmental and climate change on the 
interactions within the Atlantic basin, the perceived geopolitical shifts impacting in this 
broad region, including in the Medium and South Atlantic, the security challenges 
communities are facing in the current context, and the opportunities for cooperation 
and economic prosperity, among other topics. 
 



 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Conference Topics 
 

1. The Azores and Atlantic geopolitics; 
2. Atlantic Kinetics: transport, communications and connectivity; 
3. Aviation – the impact on time and space [in memory of Alan Dobson]; 
4. Atlantic diasporas; 
5. Environment and climate change; 
6. Atlantic Literature; 
7. History of Science in the Atlantic; 
8. Island Studies, Island narratives; 
9. Atlantic Politics, State, Autonomy and Integration. 

 
 
Individual paper proposals should be sent by email as one document attachment to 
forumlpaz@gmail.com and include: 
 

o 300-word abstract for the paper; 
o 100-word author biography; 
o 2-page CV. 

 
 
 
Deadline [Extended]: April 15th, 2023. 
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