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Keynote Speech / Discurso de Abertura 
 
 
LUIS AMADO 
 
Luís Amado, a Portuguese national from Madeira, is born on 1953. Since mid-1990s, Amado has held various posts in 
the Portuguese Government, including Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation (1995-1997 and 1999-
2002), Minister of Defense (2005-2006) and Minister of State and Foreign Affairs (2006-2011). The Lisbon Treaty and 
the Joint Africa-EU Strategy were signed during his mandate as Minister for Foreign Affairs, in the Portuguese 
presidency of the European Union (second semester of 2007). As part of his political activity, he has also served in 
Madeira’s regional government and as  a member of the Assembly of the Republic. 
 
He has received a degree in Economics from the Technical University of Lisbon. He has been an international 
consultant and held posts as adviser to the Portuguese National Defense Institute, Lisbon,  and as a Visiting Professor 
at Georgetown University. Amado is also a Visiting Professor at the Institute for Social and Political Sciences (ISCSP) 
and at Faculty of Economics of Universidade Nova de Lisboa. He is currently the Chairman of BANIF. 
 
 
 



	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

 
RENÉ KOUASSI 
 
Dr. Kouassi, an Ivorian national, is the Director of Economic Affairs of the African Union Commission, in Addis Abeba . 
He became an economic analyst at the Organisation of African Unity in the 1990s and later headed the OAU's 
Research and Development division before becoming director of the AU's Economic Affairs Division. He held 
previously and successively the functions of Deputy Chief of Staff of the Secretary General of the Organization of 
African Unity (OAU), Dr Salim Ahmed Salim and Chief of Cabinet of the Interim Chairperson of the Commission of the 
African Union, Mr. Amara Essy. 
 
Dr. Kouassi  is a holder of a PhD in Economics in October 1995 at the University of Versailles, France, and a doctorate 
in Development Economics in February1985 at the University of Auvergne (Clermont – Ferrand I, France).  

	
  

	
  
	
  

 
 
 
FRANÇOISE MOREAU 
 
Francoise Moreau is the Head of Unit for Africa-EU Partnership and African Peace Facility, in the European Commission 
(EC), Directorate General Development and Cooperation - EuropeAid (DG DEVCO), in Brussels. She has worked in 
several departments and in different functions at the EC, including member of the Development Policy Unit and 
Head of Unit on Development Coherence. 
 

	
  

	
  

 
 
MARTA MARTINELLI 
 
Marta Martinelli is a senior policy analyst for the Open Society Foundation since May 2010, working on gender, 
democratization, security governance, and development issues in Africa.  
 
Previously, she worked in Kinshasa for the European Union mission for Security Sector Reform (EUSEC) in the 
Democratic Republic of Congo. From 2005 to 2009 she advised the Belgian Directorate General for Development on 
peace-building policies in the Great Lakes Region. Martinelli has advised UNIFEM, UNDP, the European Commission, 
and the European Parliament on gender, peace support operations, and security system reform in Burundi, the DRC, 
and the Central African Republic. 



	
    
	
  

	
  

 
GEERT LAPORTE 
 
Geert Laporte, a Belgian national, is Deputy Director at The European Centre for Development Policy Management 
(ECDPM), in Maastricht/Brussels. He has worked for ECDPM since 1990 in different roles and functions. Currently 
he is responsible for ECDPM’s relations with the EU institutions, EU Presidencies, EU member states, and with the 
African Union in Addis Ababa, the ACP institutions in Brussels and with a large network of partners of the Centre in 
different parts of the world. He has been involved in extensive policy research, institutional audits, evaluations and 
publications on various aspects of EU-ACP and EU-Africa relations. He has also built a longstanding experience in 
policy dialogue facilitation and institutional and capacity development.  
 
Prior to joining ECDPM he has worked in the 1980s for several years as a research fellow and later as an assistant 
at the Centre for Third World Studies at the University of Ghent in Belgium, where he mainly worked on the 
management of development aid in Latin America. Geert Laporte holds a Master in Contemporary History and a 
Master in Development Cooperation with specialisation in Public Administration from the University of Ghent.   
 
More information of his work and publications 
 
 

	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  

 
OBADIAH MAILAFIA 
 
Dr. Mailafia, a Nigerian national, is Chef de Cabinet of the Secretary-General of the African, Caribbean and Pacific 
(ACP) Group of States, in Brussels. Widely regarded as one of the thought-leaders of the New Africa, Dr. Mailafia 
brings to the ACP the background of a seasoned economist, administrator and a respected international banker. 
 
He graduated at with a B.Sc. Social Sciences Honours degree (Politics, Economics and Sociology) at Ahmadu Bello 
University in Nigeria and did post-graduate studies in International Economics at IIAP (École Nationale 
d’Administration--IIAP) in Paris, France. He completed his doctorate degree at the University of Oxford in the United 
Kingdom, where he was a Foreign and Commonwealth Office Scholar. 
 
He worked for several years as a university academic, rising to the level of Associate Professor in London before 
joining the African Development Bank (ADB) Group; serving in Abidjan and in Tunis. He was a recipient of the Mamoun 
Beheiry Award for distinguished services to the ADB Group. He returned to his home country where he was appointed 
Deputy Governor of the Central Bank; he was later appointed Senior Policy Advisor to the President of the Federal 
Republic of Nigeria with the rank of Minister of State. He was the Founder/Chairman of the Centre for Policy and 
Economic Research (CEPER), a macroeconomics and public policy think tank based in Abuja, Nigeria. He has several 
publications to his name in economics, finance and public policy. 

http://www.ecdpm.org/Web_ECDPM/Web/Content/Navigation.nsf/index2?readform&http://www.ecdpm.org/Web_ECDPM/Web/Content/Content.nsf/7732def81dddfa7ac1256c240034fe65/62e508f62e72f24dc1256c84003cdc45?OpenDocument


 
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  

 
 
 
CHRIS ALDEN 
 
Dr. Chris Alden is Professor in International Relations at London School of Economics and Political Science, London, 
and Director of LSE-IDEAS Africa Programme. He is also Programme Head, Global Powers and Africa, at the South 
African Institute of International Affairs (SAIIA).  
 
He is author/co-author of numerous books, including The South and World Politics (Palgrave 2010), China and Latin 
America (CLSA 2009), China in Africa (Zed 2007), and co-editor ofChina Returns to Africa (Hurst 2008),Japan and 
South Africa (Ashgate 2003) as well as articles in internationally recognised journals. He has contributed to research, 
conferences and publications on the changing role of China and Africa since 1992 and China and Latin America since 
2007. He has conducted consultancies for the World Bank, the African Development Bank, Asian Development Bank, 
CLSA, JP Morgan, Goldman Sachs, Standard Bank (SA) and Rand Merchant Bank (SA) amongst others. 
 
More information on his work and publications  
 

	
  
	
  

	
  

 
 
ALEX VINES 
 
Alex Vines is the Research Director at Chatham House (Royal Institute of International Affairs, London) since 
September 2008 and has run its Africa programme since 2002.  
 
He was Chair of the UN Group of Experts on Côte d’Ivoire from 2005 to 2007 and was a member of the UN Group of 
Experts on Liberia from 2001 to 2003. For nine years he was a senior researcher at the Arms and Africa Divisions of 
Human Rights Watch working on Angola until 2002. He sits on several academic editorial boards including the South 
Africa Journal of International Affairs and was awarded an OBE in the 2008 Queens Birthday Honours for his work on 
Africa. 
 
More information on his work and publications 
 

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lse.ac.uk/IDEAS/people/bios/AldenChris.aspx
http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/view/lseauthor/Alden,_Christopher.html
http://www.chathamhouse.org/about-us/directory/70590


	
  

	
  

 
OLADIRAN BELLO 
 
Dr. Oladiran Bello, is head of the Governance of Africa’s Resources Programme at the South Africa Institute of 
International Affairs (SAIIA), Johannesburg. His research interests include development, security, resources and 
governance in Africa and in EU-Africa relations. 
 
He obtained both his MPhil and PhD degrees in International Relations from the University of Cambridge and also 
holds a First Class BSc degree from the Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife.  Before joining SAIIA, he worked for 
several organisations including the United Nations (New York), FRIDE (Madrid), Management Systems International 
(Washington DC), Merchant International Group (London) and Arthur Andersen (later KPMG).Dr. Bello is a regular 
commentator in the print media and also appears on major news channels including Al Jazeera, TVE (Spain) and TV 
Intereconomia (Spain). He has lectured on Development Cooperation and EU-Africa Relations in B.Sc and Masters 
programmes at the Universidad CEU San Pablo (Madrid), ESSCA (France) and Diplomatic Academy (Vienna). 
 
More information on his work and publications  
 

	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  

 
 
 
VICTOR ÂNGELO 
 
Victor Ângelo, a Portuguese national, is a Former Special Representative of the U.N. Secretary-General 
(Peacekeeping Operations, 2004-10), at the level of Under Secretary-General. He retired from the UN in April 2010, as 
SRSG for MINURCAT (CAR and Chad), after 32 years of work with different departments of the organisation. As part 
of his career, he represented the UN in many countries, as resident coordinator for development, as well as 
humanitarian coordinator and envoy for post-conflict situations. Prior to his UN work, he was a senior civil servant in the 
Portuguese government and a commissioner of National Electoral Commission which organised the Constitutional 
elections of 1975.  
 
He is currently a senior international advisor on governance, crisis management and security. He is also a recognised 
columnist on world affairs of Visão, the largest Portuguese weekly magazine, a board member of the PeaceNexus 
Foundation (Switzerland) as well as a member of the North-South Centre’s Think Tank in the Council of Europe and 
other research centres. He has written several academic papers and many weekly opinion columns. 
 
 
 
 
 

www.saiia.org.za/expertise/dr-oladiran-bello


	
  

	
  

SERGUEI OUATTARA 
 
Serguei Ouattara is the President of the EU-Africa Chamber of Commerce, in Brussels. He started his professional 
career in 2003 as a freelance in Information Systems and Management Consulting and had the opportunity to 
contribute as High Level Conference Project Manager for the World Bank and the Government of Democratic Republic 
of Congo. He liaised with the local private sector, professional associations, financial institutions and development 
agencies such as GiZ, DFID and EU Delegation. He has also been contractor for the International Finance Corporation 
(IFC) to lead survey on SMEs business environment in DRC. 
 
Mr. Ouattara had the opportunity to assist various European private sector companies (Europcar, AXA Belgium, BNP 
Paribas Fortis, Merial, Brasseries d’Orval, STIB) as Consultant in Information Systems. He also serves as Senior 
Business Analyst for the Trasys Group. Serguei Ouattara holds a Business Engineer Diploma obtained with Honors at 
Catholic University of Louvain (UCL), Belgium. 
 
 
 

	
  

	
  

 
OLUSEGUN AKINSANYA 
 
Ambassador Olusegun (Segun) Akinsanya joined the Institute for Security Studies in June 2010 as Office Director 
for the Addis Ababa office.  
 
He holds a BSc degree in Political science from the University of Lagos, and post-graduate Diploma certificates in 
International Relations, Investment Promotion and Finance from Pakistan Administrative Staff College (PASCA), in 
Lahore, and from the National Institute for Policy and Strategic Studies, Kuru (NIPSS), Nigeria. He also holds a 
Diploma in French language from Universite de Dakar, Senegal.  
 
A former Nigerian Ambassador to Ethiopia and Permanent Representative to the African Union and ECA (2004 to 
2007), he was also concurrently accredited to Djibouti. During his tenure as Permanent Representative, he chaired 
the Permanent  Representative's Committee to the African Union from July 2004 to January 2006 during Nigeria’s 
chairmanship of the AU as well as presiding over meetings of the Peace and Security Council during monthly 
rotations each time Nigeria chaired the meetings of the continental body. He served as the UNDP Representative to 
the AU and ECA from November 2007 to December 2008 in the UNDP liaison office, Addis Ababa. He also served 
twice with the UNECA as a consultant - first with TFED/ATPC (2007-2008) and second with ISTID from March 2009 
to June 2010. 

 



	
  

JOSÉ BRIOSA E GALA 
 
José Briosa e Gala, a Portuguese national, is the Special Advisor to the European Commission President on Africa and 
development within G8, and Member of the Management Board of the African Legal Support Facility, from June 2011. In July 
of 2003, he was appointed as personal representative of Portuguese Prime Minister José  
Manuel Durão Barroso, for the Africa Partnership Forum (APF). 
 
From 1992 to 1995, Mr. Briosa e Gala was Secretary of State of Cooperation, being responsible for the Portuguese 
development cooperation policy and humanitarian assistance, at bilateral and multilateral levels. At the national level was also 
in charge of the Portuguese foreign policy regarding the African Continent, with intense involvement in the peace processes 
in Angola and Mozambique. Previously, in 1991, he has also been Deputy Secretary of State for the Minister of Education. 
 
He has been appointed for several functions in the Portuguese company Portugal Telecom, including Executive Board 
Member of Portugal Telecom Multimedia and CEO of PT Conteúdos (2003-2006); Executive Director of Portugal Telecom 
Móveis and Executive Director of Portugal Telecom International. He is a lawyer and legal adviser, a Law School graduate 
(1977) and a Philosophy graduate (2013). 
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ANA PAULA LABORINHO 
 
Presidente do Camões I.P. – Instituto da Cooperação e da Língua 
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CAROLINA QUINA 
 
Carolina Feilman Quina is a senior consultant on Africa-EU Relations. Was recently, the Process Facilitator of the six Lunchtime 
Seminars on “The Future of the Africa-EU Partnership” organised by the European Commission/DG EuropeAid and the JAES 
Support Mechanism (Brussels, November 2013-March 2014).  
 
Previously, from 1999 to 2012, she was Counselor for Africa and ACP affairs in the Portuguese Permanent Representation to the 
EU in Brussels, having actively participated in the preparation and negotiations of the 1st, 2nd and 3rd Africa-EU Summits. In 2000 
and 2007, during the Portuguese Presidencies of the EU, also chaired the Development WP (2000) and the ACP WP (2000 and 
2007). From 1988 to1999, worked as a consultant for European Commission and UNDP (Mozambique, Angola, Guiné-Bissau 
and Cabo Verde). From 1974 to 1988 she was Board Member of the first Portuguese development NGO: CIDAC-Centro de 
Informação e Documentação Amilcar Cabral.  
 

	
  

CLARA CARVALHO 
 
É  Diretora do Centro de Estudos Internacionais (CEI-IUL) do ISCTE. Desde 2007 foi presidente da direcção do Centro de Estudos 
Africanos (CEA-ISCTE) e colaboradora do Centro em Rede de Investigação em Antropologia (CRIA-ISCTE), além de ser membro de 
diversas associações internacionais como a American Anthropological Association (EUA), a European Association of Social 
Anthropologists (EU) e o Instituto Nacional de Estudos e Pesquisas (INEP, Guiné-Bissau). 
 
É  professora auxiliar no Departamento de Antropologia do ISCTE (Lisboa) onde defendeu em 1999 uma tese de doutoramento sobre 
a revitalização dos regulados tradicionais na região de Cacheu, Guiné-Bissau. Foi professora convidada nas universidades de Lille, 
França (2002 e 2003) e Brown, E.U.A. (2004), bem como nos ateliers metodológicos do CODESRIA (2005, 2007 e 2008).  
 

	
  

	
  

FERNANDO JORGE CARDOSO 
 
É desde Outubro de 2012 coordenador da área de estudos estratégicos do Instituto Marquês de Valle Flor e docente convidado do 
Instituto Superior de Gestão. Foi Vice-Reitor da Universidade Moderna de Lisboa, de 2000 a 2007, e coordenador do programa África 
do Instituto de Estudos Estratégicos e Internacionais, de 1991 a 2012. Em Moçambique, licenciou-se em Economia em 1976, foi 
docente e diretor da Faculdade de Economia da Universidade Eduardo Mondlane e assessor do Ministro do Plano, de 1977 a 1983, e 
diretor-geral da empresa açucareira Maragra, de 1983 a 1985.  
 
Na sua atividade académica doutorou-se em Economia no ISEG em 1991 e obteve a agregação na mesma escola em 2006. 
Colaborou com várias universidades tendo lecionado um total de 26 disciplinas e participado em 56 júris de doutoramento e mestrado. 
Coordenou dezenas de projetos de pesquisa e realizou consultorias de cooperação, tendo liderado a realização/avaliação de 
programas de ajuda ao desenvolvimento. Tem bibliografia publicada sobre temas africanos, do desenvolvimento e das relações 
internacionais. 
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Rui Machete nasceu em Setúbal em 1940. Licenciou-se em Direito pela Universidade de Lisboa e possui o curso complementar de Ciências Político-Económicas da 
Faculdade de Direito de Lisboa (1963), tendo obtido os prémios Calouste Gulbenkian em Ciências Histórico-Jurídicas e Político-Económicas, respetivamente em 1960 
e 1962. 

Advogado desde 1964, foi vogal do Conselho Superior da Ordem dos Advogados em 2005-2006. Foi também professor do Instituto de Estudos Sociais e do Instituto 
Superior de Ciências do Trabalho e da Empresa, onde regeu diversas cadeiras, tendo igualmente regido na Faculdade de Direito, como Assistente, as Cadeiras de 
Direito Constitucional, Direito Administrativo e Ciência Política. Foi igualmente professor convidado da Universidade Católica, onde tem regido duas disciplinas de 
Direito Público. 

Foi Secretário de Estado da Emigração (1975), Ministro dos Assuntos Sociais (1976-1979), Ministro da Justiça (1983-1985), Vice-Primeiro-Ministro e Ministro da 
Defesa Nacional (1985). Foi secretário-geral adjunto do Partido Popular Democrata (1974-1975), vice-presidente do Partido e vogal da Comissão Política Nacional. Foi 
Deputado de 1985 até 1994. 

Foi administrador do Banco de Portugal entre 1981 e 1989, vogal do Instituto Nacional de Administração de 1981 a 1983, presidente da Comissão Instaladora do 
Instituto de Gestão Financeira das Empresas Públicas (1983). Foi igualmente presidente da Comissão para a Elaboração do Novo Código Administrativo (1982-83). 

Administrador da Fundação Luso-Americana para o Desenvolvimento desde 1985, foi presidente do seu Conselho Executivo de 1988 a 2010. Foi fundador da 
Fundação Oliveira Martins, desempenhando, desde o início, o cargo de Presidente do Conselho de Administração. Foi presidente da Associação Portuguesa do Direito 
do Ambiente desde a sua fundação. 

Doutor honoris causa em Ciências Jurídicas pela Universidade Católica Portuguesa em 2007, foi também Honorary Doctoral Degree of Humane Letters atribuído pela 
Universidade de Massachussets, Dartmouth, em 1997. 
 


